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TECHNICAL NOTE – TANALITH® T (WESPINE BLUE®) TREATED TIMBER MASTIC BONDING / 
PAINTING PROCEDURES 
 
Mastic Bonding 
�  Tanalith® T treated timber was released to the Australian market in March 2003. Tanalith® T treated 

products have been used in a wide range of building applications and to date there has not been one 
reported failure of adhesion of the plaster board in any project 

 
�  During the development of the Tanalith® T preservative, CSIRO conducted adhesive trials using a range 

of random samples of both acrylic and solvent based mastic products to test the adhesive bond strength 
and measure any variations. The report concludes no deleterious effects were detected in any of the 
products tested. A copy of this report is available from your Wespine Industries on 08 9350 3900. 

 
Koppers Arch recommends the following 
 
�  Wespine Blue® treated timber should be exposed to air for at least seven days after treatment, prior to 

the application of mastic adhesive 
�  Inner boards of tightly wrapped packs should be inspected, if an oily residue is present on the surface, 

the boards should be exposed to air and sunlight, if possible, for at least 24 hours. This will allow 
adequate curing and cross linking of the drying oil to ensure satisfactory bonding of plaster board 
adhesive 

�  If sheeting to slightly oily boards is unavoidable please advise your builder to expect increased curing 
times for the mastic adhesive, and the use of temporary or permanent fasteners is advisable 

 
Koppers Arch will guarantee any user of Wespine Blue® timber that there will not be plaster board adhesion 
failure due to the Tanalith® T treatment within 12 months from installation when the above procedures are 
followed. 
 
Any plaster board adhesion failure that is shown to be the fault of the Tanalith® T treatment within that time 
will be rectified by Koppers Arch at no cost to the user. 
 
Painting 
If any Wespine Blue® treated product is required to be painted or stained the recommendations outlined 
above also apply, as freshly treated timber will increase curing times. Depending on the prevailing weather 
conditions double the manufacturer’s recommendations or overnight curing is preferred, between coats.  
 
We recommend the use of a proprietary timber sealer on bare timber as sealers allow solvent to permeate 
the substrate and provide a solid base for top coats. Please refer to the Koppers Arch ‘Guidelines for painting 
LOSP Treated Timber’ 
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